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Sj 


This is indeed a day of “homo scientificens.” Mere 
intelligence is not enough today, everything must be 
translated into the language and terms of science. Since 
the fundamentals of every branch of higher organized 
modern experience are being re-examined in the light 
of the new knowledge of science, it is inevitable that 
the Bible itself should be subject to this rigid investiga- 
tion. Even the Lord Jesus Himself is not above the 
fatuous criticism of the man to whom the so-called 
scientific knowledge has given an exalted conception of 
self. With an egotism profound, many modern teach- 
ers are saying that the Lord Jesus Christ “did well” 
under the handicaps of ancient ignorance. Some are 
even putting their opinions and conceptions high above 
His, on the basis that He did not possess our modern 
scientific knowledge. 


But men who criticise the Bible seem to overlook 
the fact that all our boasted wisdom and advancing 
knowledge have so far failed to improve on that ancient 
Book in any single particular. They lose sight of the 
fact that while Jesus did not possess the advantages of 
a modern education, He Who was God incarnate need- 
ed’ not that any should teach Him. Indeed, in the 
greatest schools of the age the words of Jesus are still 
being studied for light on our modern problems, and 
His solutions for social questions are still being vainly 
advocated. The world has not yet caught up to Him! 
Of what honest use is criticism of a Book that is infin- 
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itely above the powers of production possessed by the 
critics? 

In this brief article we shall make inquiry into a 
few of the scientific facts of one of the most ancient 
books in existence. It is a book that was open to the 
Lord Jesus Christ; one of the most ancient in the 
Scriptures—the book of Job. Job, or the writer of the 
book of Job, could not possibly have known the things 
that the book itself contains. Through the mouth of 
this man an ancient and higher Wisdom spoke. With 
our new facts and information, with our suddenly ac 
quired learning of the twentieth century, we look at this 
writing which first appears fully twenty centuries be- 
fore Chirst and His cross. Across the ghostly silence of 
four thousand years we greet the face of our new but 
familiar facts. We do not say that Job knew these things, 
in fact he did not, but as we learn them point by point, 
they are apparent in this ancient work when it is read 
by discerning readers who have understanding. 

This fact raises an interesting question. If the book 
of Job contains a record of, or reference to facts that 
were only discovered by modern men in the recent 
years, how shall we account for this phenomenon? Shall 
we say that men four thousand years ago knew things 
we are just finding out today; or shall we say that a 
Higher Intelligence than Job spoke through his Book? 

_ In the day when this man Job was alive, men had 
weird and fantastic ideas of the earth on which we live. 
It was taught that somewhere out in the dim distance 
the ‘horizon’ touched the edges of the flat earth, and 
that some solid thing was holding the earth in its place. 
All the ancients seemed to have believed this; at least 
we have found no ancient records to the contrary. 

We are all familiar with the old legend of Atlas, 


MODERN SCIENCE IN AN ANCIENT BOOK 5 


the giant who stands with his head bowed, and the 
earth resting on his broad shoulders. Alas, none of the 
ancients ever thought to tell us what Atlas was stand- 
ing on! The old Egyptian myth was at least a little 
better; we there learn that the flat square earth was 
resting on four marble pillars. One under each corner 
was the general belief; but again, no record of what 
these pillars were in turn resting upon! 

In fact, the only ancient myth that even seeks to 
solve this second part of the mystery is the Hindu tale. 
This legend tells us that the earth is balanced on the 
back of a giant elephant; the elephant is standing on the 
shell of a colossal tortoise, and the tortoise in turn is 
swimming about in a cosmic sea! 

This problem of how the earth is suspended was so 
vital to the ancients that they invented numerous 
answers out of human wisdom, but Job apparently was 
content to speak only what was revealed to him. Speak- 
ing of the might and power of God, Job says, in chapter 
twenty-six, and verse seven, “He stretcheth the horizon 
over an emptiness, and hangeth the earth on nothing.” 

The word here in the Hebrew is “belimah”, and 
as this is the only place in the entire text of the Old 
Testament in which the word occurs, it is worthy of 
more than passing study in this single statement. Job 
apparently anticipates our modern knowledge ‘of physi- 
cal geography, and gives us the same answer to this 
problem that we learn from modern science! 

We recently had an interesting conversation 
with a very wise man of science, a warm personal 
friend, which illustrates this perfectly. We asked him 
this question: “Doctor, what is it that holds the earth 
in place?” He replied, tersely, “Gravity!” 
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“All right”, we answered, “But what is gravity?” 

He smiled as he put his arm around our shoulder 
and said, “Gravity, my dear boy, is what holds the 
earth in place!” 

Now isn’t that clear and simple? The answer leaves 
us in some doubt, however, as to whether it is awfully 
simple, or simply awful! What holds the earth in 
place? Gravity. What is gravity? That is what holds 
the earth in place. That is exactly what Job said, 
NOTHING! But Job said it in one word, and we take 
a hundred! Since the word “belimah” which Job used 
is a strange one, not Hebrew in origin, and since its ex- 
act meaning is nebulous and intangible, why not put 
gravity into the translation, which means exactly the 
same thing? 

What was the source of Job’s information? Living 
in a day when all men believed the earth rested on some 
solid thing, and no doubt sharing in general the opin- 
ions of his day and age, how did Job arrive at this fact 
of modern wisdom? 

This is a question raised in the book of Job that 
fills the mind with awe, as it suggests the unfathomable 
knowledge of God. In Job the 9th chapter and the 
32nd verse, Job says of God: 

“For He is not a man as I am, that I should answer 
Him, 

That we should come together in judgments.” 

In the 36th chapter Job says again: 

“Behold God doeth high things in His wisdom, 
who is a teacher like unto Him?” And again, “Who 
can answer God? For if God be pleased to contend 
with man, he cannot answer Him one question in a 
thousand.” 
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In the 38th chapter of Job, we find that it did 
please God to give an examination to man! 


Four thousand years ago God spoke to Job and 
gave him an examination concerning the extent and 
the breadth of a wise man’s knowledge. Forty cen- 
turies of culture and learning have intervened since, 
yet there is no man living today who can answer these 
questions that perplexed Job. 


At a meeting of a company of scientific men some 
time ago we were discussing the unanswerable questions 
of the Scriptures. I told them that in the 38th chapter 
of Job is God's examination, in which Job failed. These 
men were biologists, paleontologists, doctors, and chem- 
ists. I called their attention to the fact that in this ex 
amination, God asks forty questions, each question be- 
ing in two parts. If Job answered every question cor- 
rectly and received ten points for each question so ans- 
wered, his grade on the examination would be 400. Our 
interest being aroused we each took our pencil and 
paper and procuring a Bible, we tried to answer all 
these forty questions. Since some of these questions 
were in two divisions, if a man got one division right 
and failed on the other half we gave him five. When 
the test ended the smartest man in the company got a 
grade of 35! 


tis ae 


YOU turn to the 38th chapter of Job and carefully 
and prayerfully examine these questions for yourself. 
God begins his examination by asking, “Who is this 
that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?” 
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The Divine Teacher asks you then, ‘““Answereth thou 
this?” The centuries have rolled away since; millenia 
have been born and died, and yet no man today can im- 
prove on Job’s contention with God. 


In the fourth verse of this 38th chapter, God raised 
the question, “Where were you when I laid the foun- 
dations of the earth?” Will you tell me please: what 
are the foundations of the earth; upon what are they 
appended; and what is their structure? For the earth 
indeed has foundations! Loosely and carelessly we speak 
of natural law, but since there can be no law without 
there being a body with legislative power to pass that 
law, and since all law is predicated upon police power 
to enforce that law; what is natural law? Who are the 
law makers and who are the law enforcers? ‘“Natural” 
law won't do! The earth must have foundations. It 
must rest upon something. If we had a body of the 
specific weight of this earth and wished to suspend it, 
it would take, roughly speaking, three hundred million 
miles of half-inch steel cable to bear the weight of this 
suspended globe! That is, provided we had something 
upon which to hang it! If the earth has foundations, 
they must have been established before the earth was 
made. Now the question is: “Where were you when 
the foundations of the earth were laid?” 

The wisdom of India contends for eternal life 
without beginning and without ending, reincarnated 
through successive aeons of time in many births and 
deaths. Many men of science hold that matter, includ- 
ing life, is indestructible. At what point and where 
and when did you enter into this stream of eternal 
existence? We understand through Christian theology 
that when a man accepts Christ and is born again, he 
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then comes into the stream of everlasting life. The 
stream has no beginning and no ending. 

When a mountain rill flows into the Mississippi 
River, the waters of the mountain stream are so incor- 
porated with the substance of the river that no man can 
separate one from the other. The mountain stream 
still lives in the vaster life of the majestic river. After 
it has entered into the major stream, no man can later 
pick it out and say from whence it came. Metaphysic- 
ally speaking, then, to our everlasting life there is 
neither beginning nor ending. 

In the mind of God, at least, each unit in the stream 
of everlasting life was pre-existent before the founda- 
tions of the earth were laid. No man can understand 
this mystery; nor can any man answer this question, 
“Where were you when the foundations of the earth 
were laid?” Nor can any man say with certainty, “I 
was not then in existence.” Can you say that the life 
that you now have never existed before? If you can 
say that you know more than any Biologists living. 

The greatest mystery of the laboratory of science 
is the enigma of life. Concerning this thing called life 
we know two things: 

We have it. 

We lose it. 

The life we lay down here goes on somehow, some- 
where. We may have had it before. No man can 
prove this contention either way. Answer this ques 
tion please, “Where were you when the foundations 
of the earth were laid?” 


—— 


In the next verse the second question was asked, 
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“Who determined the measures thereof?” The purest 
science is the science of mathematics. The only possible 
other contender to this high honor is the science of 
chemistry, but in a specific and definite sense chemistry 
is mathematics. All that we know about mathematics 
we have learned from a greater mind than ours. 

In my pocket I carry a time piece that divides my 
day and night into hours, minutes and seconds. That 
is to say, the wheels and springs of my watch have been 
devised by thinking men to keep pace with astronom- 
ical bodies. So vast in size and of such gigantic 
magnitude are they, that this earth of ours compares to 
them at about the same ratio as one drop of water 
compares to the Pacific Ocean. Yet the wheels of my 
watch must travel with THEM at their same pace! 

I call your attention now to the indisputable fact 
that this earth fits in with a mathematical relationship 
to every flashing point of light in the entire sidereal 
system. Who determined the measures, or the mathe- 
matics of this earth's foundations? At once you reply, 
“God,” but some scientists do not say so. You and I 
believe and accept the creative work of God; other 
men with lesser knowledge than ours must have scien- 
tific proof of everything. They fail to see that the 
world itself is the greatest scientific evidence of a Per- 
sonal Creator, so they rule Him out as a “Postulate.” 
To get back to the question now asked, “Who deter- 
mined the mathematics of the foundations of the 
earth?” Again you reply, “God,” but God is in three 
persons. Was it Elohim? That is to say all three of the 
Persons together? Was it the Father Himself? Was it 
Jehovah Adonai, who is our Lord Jesus Christ? Or 
was it that person we know as the Holy Spirit? 
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Again we reply, “I do not know.” We leave it to your 
vaster knowledge to find an answer to this question. 


= 


There is another question in the fifth verse, for 
this is only part of the verse. The second is, “Who 
hath stretched the line upon it?” The word “it” evi 
dently refers to the foundations of the earth, or the 
earth itself. Every man who labors at construction 
knows what a “line” is—the plumb line that keeps 
things straight; the chalk line that the master mechanic 
stretches to mark the work for helpers, or the line that 
the engineer surveys to keep things in their proper 
place. On the basis of scientific knowledge, who can 
tell us what Person stretches this line? Who was the 
Master Carpenter who marked out the bounds and 
established the proportions of the earth that was to be 
built? Again we refer you to the indisputable fact that 
the Godhead was in three Persons. Which of the three 
did this? 


eG 


Job lived a long time ago, and in the limited wisdom 
of that forgotten day he had to make the humble reply, 
“I do not know.” But the passing centuries have 
brought vast wisdom, and we are a learned generation. 
So extensive is our modern knowledge we should be 
well able to improve on the answer rendered by Job; 
yet every honest man who ever faced this question 
could do no more than echo the reply of the ancient 
prophet! 

Job is occasionally accused of using poetic license 
almost to excess, as in the 7th verse of this 38th chap- 
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ter, where Job speaks of the morning stars that “sang” 
together. It might be poetic license to speak of the 
music of the spheres, but in this twentieth century, we 
know that singing stars are a scientific fact. Light and 
color and sound are fundamentally the same. There 
are rays or waves of some tangible substance pulsating 
across, or through space. Some of these beats reach 
the eye as light; others reach the eye as color, and some 
reach the ear as sound. As an instance, when these 
pulsations travel at the rate of 458,000,000,000,000,- 
000 per second and are of a length equivalent to 37,640 
to the inch, they strike the eye as red. If these same 
rays are speeded up until they come in at the rate 
of 535,000,000,000,000,000 per second, and the length 
is shortened to 44,000 to the inch, they reach the eye 
as blue. Speed up these same rays once more un- 
til they travel at the speed of 622,000,000,000,000,- 
000 per second, and shorten their length to 51,110 to 
the inch, and they reach the eye as yellow. 

There are rays of colors so slow and so long that 
the eye cannot see them. We call them the infra reds. 
There are other colors so fast and so short that the 
eye cannot apprehend them; we call them ultra violet. 
We have photographic plates and optical apparatus 
which will capture these rays and make them serve the 
human eye. Exactly as there are color rays that can- 
not reach the eye, so there are also sound rays that do 
not reach the ear. 

Recent experiments have convinced the physicists 
that every ray of light as well as every ray of color has 
a definite phonetic value. The light of the sun or the 
light of the stars speeding through space carries with it 
a note of sound. If our ears were trained to hear these 
sounds, we could hear the “music of the spheres!” Job 
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was scientifically and academically correct when he 
said that the morning stars sang together in the instance 
of creation, for where light is, sound accompanies it! 

As witness to this fact, we present the famous “‘col- 
or organ” that is now operating in the dining quarters 
of the new Radio Center in New York City. There, 
on the dome above the diners and the dancers, soft and 
marvelous colors blend and cross each other in cease- 
less play, as the notes of an organ caress the ear. These 
brilliant rainbows are occasioned by transmuting the 
sounds of the organ into the equivalent color value of 
each note of the scale. This value is constant: the 
phonetic value and the color value of a given note never 
varies. So as the light rays blend their colors in a 
phantasy of brilliant splendor, the melody of these 
same physical rays enchants the ear in an equally de 
lightful harmony of sound. 

Did Job know this, or did a Higher Intelligence 
speak through him? 


7s 


“What is the mysterious force,” asks God, “That 
holds the sea within its bounds?” This question no man 
can answer. The effect that the sun, moon and stars 
have on the tide is well known. The effect of the law 
of gravity we also know, but who established these? 
How are they kept in order? Sometimes the sea bursts 
forth from its banks, oversteps its bounds, and devasta- 
tion results. Continents are submerged, empires and 
dynasties wiped out. While the sea is calm it remains 
within its boundaries. Who holds its powerful waves 
in subjection? 

This mystery has long intrigued the mind of men, 
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and some odd theories have been advanced to solve it. 
The ancient Persian scientists stated that the earth 
“was flat, and shaped like a warrior’s shield.” All 
around the edge of the “shield” there was a range of 
mountains, called the Mountains of Caif. On some of 
their ancient maps these mountains were shown. Their 
purpose was to hold the sea on this flat earth! They 
said that “these mountains HAD to be there, or else 
the sea could never be kept within its bounds.” 


Job, however, makes no such wild guess. He con- 
tents himself with silence. What is the strange and 
weird influence called “gravity?” Is it Sovereign, or 
a creature? The mystery of the sea still remains, and 
while we talk with learned words about the conquest 
of the sea, how much do we really know? Not much 
more than Job! 


— 


Let us look for a moment at the question involved 
in the 12th verse, “Hast thou commanded the morn- 
ing since thy days began?” How many times have we 
longed to take up this quotation; how many times have 
we longed to reply in the affirmative. Have you ever 
been afraid in the dark? What would you then have 
given to have been able to command the daylight? 
Have you ever suffered pain at night? Have you ever 
waited for the dawn while it crawled on its inexorable 
path with leaden feet? Did you then command the day? 


Sometime ago we were with an expedition in the 
vast, far-flung wilderness of a mountain region. About 
nine o'clock one night the pangs of toothache suddenly 
assailed us. It was one of those “shut in’ toothaches 
that result from an apparently sound tooth. No relief 
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was possible. Until two o'clock in the morning we tried 
in vain to quiet this extreme inconvenience, and then 
we saddled our horse and rode to a village across the 
mountains in the valley beyond. It was two hours be- 
fore the earliest break of dawn when we arrived in the 
mountain hamlet. There was no possibility of finding 
a dentist until one hour after sunrise at the very earliest. 
“Hast thou commanded the morning since thy days 
began?” We would have given all the treasures that 
we possessed at that time, if we could have said to the 
reluctant daylight, “Speed up, dawn, and come right 
now!” 

The hour of dawn changes from day to day. The 
very second of day break changes each succeeding day. 
How is this kept in order; and who regulates this clock 
of God? Who cleans its wheels and makes those minor 
repairs that bring the daylight on its predetermined 
schedule, with more than human punctuality? There 
is a tremendous suggestion in this question. Battles have 
been won and lost for lack of light. Empires have fallen 
and dynasties have arisen because no man could ad 
vance or delay the coming of dawn. Who makes the 
day to know its place and hour? Can a man learn 
this secret? 


es 


One would scarcely expect to find the highly mod- 
ern science of oceanography introduced into a book four 
thousand years old, but here it is, in the sixteenth verse. 


“Hast thou entered into the Springs of the sea, 
or hast thou walked in the recesses of the deep?” 

It has been our privilege on several occasions to 
walk in the recesses of the deep. The first time we 
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walked on the floor of the sea, it was a comparatively 
shallow depth, something less than fifty feet. We 
walked around studying life on the floor of the Gulf. 
We can remember the sudden quickening of our pulse 
as we stood on the ladder ready to descend. Over our 
head was placed a helmet with heavy glass eyes. We 
waited for the rest of the suit, but we waited in vain! 
There was a space around our neck and under our chin 
three inches wide. When the operator of the air hose 
tapped on our helmet with a hammer, the signal to de- 
scend, we reached up and signed for him to take off 
the helmet. In some glee he asked, “What is the mat- 
ter, Doctor, did your nerve fail you?” We replied, 
“No, but where is the rest of it?” He said, “This is all 
you need.” We asked, “What will keep the water 
from rushing into this empty space when the pressure 
of the deep pours in?” He explained that the pressure 
of the air inside of the helmet would overcome that 
of the water. We felt reasonably sure that they didn’t 
want to drown us, so we decided to take the chance. 
Again the helmet was put over our head and for the 
first time we descended to the quiet pale moonlight of 
the deep. Confidence came with passing time and we 
found that our mentor was right. No matter what 
position we assumed the pressure of the air overcame 
the thrust of the water, and we could lie down and 
walk around and even attempt to stand on our head in 
perfect security! 

We have been down since and there is a peace and 
calm on the floor of the sea that every one should ex- 
perience. Danger and death are there as well. But 
even though we may picnic on the ocean floor no man 
on the face of the earth has entered into the “springs” 
of the sea since the days of Job. Many men have 
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walked in the recesses of the deep, but no man has 
entered into its springs. What and where are the 
springs of the deep? In some places of the ocean fresh 
water may be obtained. There are places where strata 
and currents of fresh water are known to exist. Some 
men say they are river streams which have never lost 
their identity in the sea, other authorities say they are 
artisan wells that burst out of the floor of the ocean. 

No man knows or ever will know the ultimate 
secrets of the ocean floor. A great increase of knowl: 
edge has come to us with the work of scientists who 
deal with the sea, but there are some things we may 
never know. One of the greatest institutes for the 
study of the sea is the Scripps Marine Institute for Bi- 
ological Survey, located on the California Coast, at the 
little sea port of La Jolla. We were talking one day 
with the Curator of the museum there, and he told us 
many fascinating things that ocean biological research 
had taught us, but there are some things at present 
that are unfathomable. 

He recounted how some years ago a little party 
of men were looking for the types of life to be found 
at an ocean depth never before attempted. Their 
apparatus allowed them to go hundreds of fathoms be- 
low the surface. They hooked some gigantic leviathan 
of the deep and started to draw him up with their steel 
line and steam winch. Slowly they began to bring him 
in. Hundreds of feet from the surface their line sudden- 
ly went slack, and they said, “We have lost him. Bring 
in the hook and we will bait up and try again.” When 
the hook came in they found they had not lost their 
catch; still clinging to the barb was a piece of the mouth 
and a piece of the head. No man can know or 
ever will know what the creature was like. He lived 
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at so great a depth, resisting the unthinkable pressure of 
the ocean floor, that when the pressure was relieved, 
his muscular energy constructed to resist tons of pres: 
sure, thrust out and literally tore him to pieces! 
Life down there is a mystery to us; nor can we 
know the exact chemical composition of water at that 
depth. With great hope a company of eminent scien- 
tists went one day to find the exact nature of water at 
the deepest spot then known. Their apparatus was 
especially constructed to thrust a re-inforced brass tube 
down to a great depth where a cleverly constructed 
device was to pull the plug from the tube. This would 
let the tube fill up with water at that stratum; the 
operator would then close the tube with this plug so 
no water could leak in from other depths on the way 
up. Thus they hoped to.add to our knowledge of the 
ocean the item of chemic contents at vast depths. 
Alas! the eminent gentlemen came back sadder, but 
no wiser! For when they thrust their brass tube down 
to the desired depth, they went through the motions 
of pulling the plug and closing it again, then they glee- 
fully pulled it up. To their chagrin they learned no- 
thing! For when their “tube” returned, it was a flat 
sheet of wrinkled brass! The terrible pressure had flat- 
tened their tube to the thickness of thin cardboard, and 
it looked as though it had been hammered flat. No man 
can “enter into the Springs of the deep.” A little way 
down we can go, but the ocean floor is the secret place 
where many mysteries of God remain and will remain 
mysteries until the day when “the sea gives up its dead.” 
We do not know much more today than Job did, about 
the “Springs of the Deep.” 
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Hooray! We have learned some things! We can 
all answer the question in verse eighteen. It is merely 
a matter of travel and experience. Did you ever notice 
what a tremendous amount of our boasted ‘‘culture” 
and “modern advancement” are truly mechanical? We 
are a traveled age. Job was unable to answer when 
God asked him, “Hast thou comprehended the earth 
in its breadth?” Job, of course, said “No.” But today 
many of us have been around the globe, and at once 
answer, “Yes, it is about 8,000 miles in diameter, and 
about 25,000 miles in circumference.” So we do ad- 
vance and learn! 

We believe one of the most pressing problems that 
challenged the intellect of primitive man was the prob- 
lem of how to sit down and go somewhere while rest- 
ing! Horses were harnessed—oxen were taught to pull 
great loads—perhaps even the mighty dinosaurs were 
utilized as the elephant is today; and all that man might 
travel in comfort and ease. Not satisfied with animal 
aids, modern man has made himself mechanical beasts 
and the air is raucous with their brazen toots and met- 
allic growls, and fetid with the stench of exhausted 
breath from their iron lungs! . Taking to ourselves the 
wings of a dove we now fly to the isles of the sea. And 
because we have mastered the problem of speed in trav- 
el, we say we are the most wonderful generation that 
ever lived. 

But with all this new culture, have we really pro- 
gressed? Are we any closer to God than Job and the 
other patriarchs were? What is the spiritual and eter- 
nal value of a mechanical progress? Are we mentally 
the better for all our modem conveniences? I believe 
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that if Job was suddenly raised in that Resurrection 
he looked forward to, he would of course be confused. 
But in one hour he could learn to push the white but- 
ton on the wall when he wanted light, and push the 
black button when he went to bed. And in that same 
hour he could learn to put in a fuse when the lights 
went out; and after all, that’s about all the average 
modern knows about electric illumination! It wouldn’t 

- take Abraham, the friend of God, more than one hour 
to learn enough “culture” so he would not get on a 
street car until it stopped, and to stay on until it stopped 
again! And that’s more than some folks know NOW; 
every once in a while we see some fellow-man picking 
himself up in pieces, because he tried to get off a car 
before it stopped! 

But we have progressed. Job had never been 
around the world to survey it; we have. With great 
pride we take ten points in our examination; we can 
answer this question, at least! 


—1—— 


A notable instance of the anticipation of modern 
scientific discovery by the ancient writers of the Scrip- 
ture is found in the 22nd verse of this chapter, where 
God inquires of Job, “Hast thou entered into the treas 
ures of the snow? or hast thou seen the treasures of the 
hail?” 

This word “treasures” has a very exact significance. 
Fiction is full of references to buried treasure. Many 
expeditions have been outfitted to recover the treasure 
of Captain Kidd, and we always associate financial re- 
turn with this word “treasure.” So the “treasury” of 
the United States is the place where we keep our 
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national deficit! And the “treasurer” is the man who 
receives funds. 

What can possibly be the treasure that is connected 
with snow and with hail? We don’t believe Job knew, 
and certainly no modern writer or reader knew until 

- Dr. Frank T. Shutt, Dominion chemist of the Canadian 
Department of Agriculture, published the result of his 
seventeen years of research in the financial worth of 
snow and of hail. , 

In a recent issue “Science,” a release by “Science © 
Service” recounts the result of Dr. Shutt’s experiments. 
He finds that there is a definite financial value to snow 
and hail, as they wash out of the atmosphere nitrogen- 
ous substances that fertilize the soil. The action of 
snow and of hail in the air deposits on the land four 
kinds of chemical fertilizer: free ammonia, nitrates, ni- 
trites, and albuminoid ammonia. These substances, to 
the value of $14.08 per acre, are deposited in a winter's 
fall of snow and hail. These are the forms in which 
the nitrogen of the air can be assimilated by plants, as 
food. This is the equivalent of forty-four pounds of 
expensive imported Chile salt-peter per acre. If a farm- 
er had ten acres of land under cultivation the treasure 
of the snow and the hail for him would be $140.80 
per year. If you ascertain the number of acres under 
cultivation in your state and multiply them by $14.08 
per acre, you will learn what the treasure of the snow 
and the hail really amounts to in your own locality and 
if you multiply the number of arable acres in North 
America by this factor, you will get a stupendous sum 
of real money! 

So there is exact significance to this strange sugges 
tion in this chapter of Job. How did he know? Either 
Job knew 4,000 years ago what the modern scientist 
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has just discovered, or the God Who asked the ques 
tion really spoke through this book. 


12 


It is manifestly impossible that Job should have 
known the answer to the question embodied in the 24th 
verse; nay, he could not even have framed the question. 
“By what way is the light parted?” asks the great Ques 
tioner; and Job had no reply. The word in the Hebrew 
translated into the English as “way”, is “derek.” It 
literally means manner; or technique may perhaps be 
even better. The Hebrew word “‘chalaq”’ is translated 
in the old English “parted”, but the true and best sense 
of “chalaq” is “apportioned.” Let us paraphrase this 
verse also, and read, “By what technique is the light 
apportioned?” Now imagine any man asking that ques- 
tion four thousand years ago! It is of course a simple 
one in this day, and the student instantly answers: “By 
passing it through the prism of the spectroscope.” But 
who could have known that in Job’s day? And since 
it is manifestly impossible for any human mind to 
frame a question that the mind knows nothing of, a 
greater than man is the Questioner here! 

When we heat a metal red hot, or heat any sub- 
stance until it is incandescent, it gives forth rays of 
light. These rays, after passing through the prism of 
the spectroscope, divide themselves on the graph ac 
cording to the content of the matter that sent them 
forth. Thus when a ray of light reaches us from some 
far-flung star, we need only to pass that light ray 
through the spectroscope to see the composition of that 
star, and the proportion of each of its ingredients. This 
division is always constant, and does not vary in the 
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least particular, so that we may always rely on the re- 
sults. Spectroscopic analysis is an exact science, and 
this is now the manner by which “the light is appor- 
tioned.” This places us in a quandary: either Job knew 
this, or supernatural wisdom is revealed here! 


—it— 


BEFORE ELATION AT OUR INCREASED 
KNOWLEDGE FILLS OUR BREAST, let us pass 
on to some other questions. 

“Where is the way to the dwelling place of Light?” 

“Where does the Darkness live?” 

“How is the East wind scattered on the earth?” 

“Who cleft a channel for the water floods?” 

“Who ‘invented’ Lightning and Thunder?” 

Are you a meteorologist? We spent three years in 
the desultory study of this Science, and yet we cannot 
answer a single one of these questions! We know sev- 
eral theories bearing on them, but in an examination 
it is fact that is needed, not theory! So we lift a shamed 
face to the Divine Teacher and humbly and truthfully 
say with Job: “We do not know.” If you know the 
answer to these please write us at once and tell us; then 
we will take this examination again. 


—=]4— 


It is often apparent to the reader of the Bible that 
God seems to express Himself in such manner as to 
manifest a sense of humor! And why not? If man is in 
“the image and likeness of God,” and if we get our 
various powers from Him in creation, why deny to the 
Maker what the creature possesses? At any rate, there 
is the keenest sort of sarcasm here in the paragraph 
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formed by verses twenty-five, twenty-six, and twenty- 
seven. Note particularly the query, “Who makes it 
rain in the wilderness, where no man is?” ‘The grass 
must grow there or the creatures of the wild cannot 
eat, and water to drink is no less important. 

In the city of Los Angeles, we have over a hundred 
millions of dollars invested in our water works. The 
marvelous aqueduct, the hydro-electric plants, the res- 
ervoirs, settling pools, filters, pumping plants and all 
the machinery necessary to give the citizens water to 
drink totals far above the hundred million dollar mark. 
Not content with this, we spend many millions more 
each year to keep the water coming, and we are now 
preparing to spend another colossal fortune to bring 
water from the Colorado River into the city, to supply 
our future needs. 

All this tremendous fortune taken out of the in- 
come of the citizen by taxation just to get a drink; and 
the wilderness gets it for nothing! We ought to head 
a movement to move back to the wilderness! There is 
no dearth or want there. No new levies or tax col- 
lectors; just the Providence the Heavenly Father estab- 
lished to take care of the wild places “where no man 
is.” The query may be paraphrased thus, “You men 
can take care of your cities (after a fashion!) but who 
takes care of the wilderness?” Let us not forget, as we 
answer this question that if He in His wisdom did not 
take care for the wilderness, there would be no water in 
the cities either! For we dwellers in urban centers only 
get what water the wilderness can spare to us after its 
wants are supplied. 


=e 
The Good Lord keep us from the sad and childish 
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error of self-esteem. May we indeed say “What is 
man, that thou should be mindful of him?” Just to 
help along our humility, let us look at these questions 
in the next group. 

“Has the rain a father?” 

“Who has begotten the drops of dew?” 

“Who gave birth to the ice?” 

“Who engendered the frost that falls from heaven?” 

“What is the meaning of the mysterious conduct 
of the winter seas?” 

Just think these through. We have not time or 
space to spend a great amount of study on each of these 
questions, but let us briefly consider the mystery of 
water. Water, that common combination of two gases, 
is a vast scientific mystery. Almost the whole world 
knows that water is composed of two explosive and 
inflammable gases, hydrogen and oxygen. Oxygen is 
essential to all combustion, hydrogen is ignited more 
easily than any other gas, but combine the two and 
they put the fire out! You can’t do that with other 
inflammable substances, such as kerosene and gasoline! 
Try it—and the experimenter will go out! Water is a 
mystery. Nothing in all the world can live without it 
in some form or quantity; but almost nothing is known 
about it. We can expand it twelve hundred times and 
call it steam; then we can turn it into stone and call it 
ice, and then expand it to steam again; and never lose 
a drop of the amount we started with! It will purr 
with content as it grinds our food and lights our homes,. 
or roar like a demon when it gets out of control and 
destroys the homes and cities it helped to build! It will 
give us life one minute and take it away the next! It 
is indeed a mysterious thing; consider the thought about 
its winter conduct as suggested in the text. 
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What is the Scientific reason for the strange con- 
duct of ice? Why does it “‘hide the face of the water?” 
It ought to sink like a stone!! If it did, the seas and 
lakes and streams would all be frozen from the bottom 
up to the top, and all life would perish from the waters. 
But instead of this, ice floats; and in the winter waters, 
below, life is preserved! This is a violation of an estab- 
lished scientific law of physics. We all know this law: 
“heat expands objects; cold contracts objects.” When 
water, the Bolshevik, starts to freeze it first follows this 
law and begins to contract. If you watch the water 
freezing under the microscope, you see it losing bulk as 
the molecules huddle together for warmth. Down to 
the temperature of thirty-four degrees Fahrenheit the 
water loses bulk, becoming smaller and smaller. Two 
degrees more and the water will be ice, and will sink 
like a stone, unless every law known in physics shall be 
violated. Then the miracle happens! At thirty-four 
degrees the contraction suddenly ceases; Then in the 
next two degrees of lowered temperature the freezing 
water gains back all the bulk it has previously lost, 
plus almost one-third more!! Thus the ice floats on the 
surface, and life, that God made, is by Him preserved 
every year, contrary to established law! 


i= 


The group of questions dealing with the ordinances 
of astronomy are too stupendous to attempt to answer 
in such a brief article as this; we shall deal with them 
in the forth-coming booklet, “The Creative Work of 
Christ.” We can only commend the reader to the 
earnest study of the remainder of this chapter, as well 
as of the preceding verses. If you get stuck for an an- 
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swer in this examination of God: don’t appeal to Mod- 
ern Science to find the answer, for there is scant help 
for you there! But what Modern Science does NOT 
know, the blessed Holy Spirit DOES know, so study 
this chapter with prayer. 

In the day of Job, no man, of course, had ever 
dreamed of harnessing the lightning to the will of a 
human driver. So when Job is asked, in verse thirty- 
five, “Canst thou send forth lightnings, that they may 
go; and returning, say unto thee, ‘Here we are’?” we 
may well imagine the stupendous wonder of the ancient 
patriarch as he heard this question. Who in his day 
ever dreamed of making a messenger of the lightning? 
Yet we in our day see in that a common convenience. 

Sometimes we step into the telegraph office, and 
command the lightnings to take our words across the 
continent, and they obey. Electricity is lightning, and 
vice versa, and it has become the willing and obedient 
slave and messenger of men. If the words we entrust to 
them are of sufficient importance, we can demand of 
the lightning a report, and after they bear our words 
from coast to coast, the lightnings will speed back and 
say “Here we are! and we delivered your message!” 

Or if we are too impatient to wait for the compara~ 
tively slow telegraph, we take down the receiver of 
the telephone and speak half way around the globe. 
There is no time lapse in this method of communication: 
as fast as we can speak our words will be borne by the 
lightning at the speed of light! We have frequently 
called our home in Los Angeles as we sat in a hotel 
room in New York City; and it takes fifteen seconds 
after the call is placed to hear the answering voice three 
thousand miles away. But, after the first wait of fifteen 


28 MODERN SCIENCE IN AN ANCIENT BOOK 


seconds, the distance no longer exists, and the response 
is as instant as though both parties were in the same 
room face to face. 

Do you honestly think Job ever dreamed of this? 
Four thousand years ago when Job was alive, lightning 
_ was one of the wildest and most implacable enemies 
man possessed. It struck wherever it willed, and man 
could do nothing but cower in terror before its awful 
power. But from the time the great Benjamin Frank- 
lin flew his historic kite down to the present hour, we 
have been gathering this lightning out of the firmament, 
and making of it a homing pigeon that with gentle and 
faithful alacrity will bear the words of men. What a 
marvelous Book, that anticipated this triumph by some 
four thousand years or more! 


ye 


In the 31st verse, the query is raised, “Canst thou 
bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands 
of Orion?’ 

In the Eastern land where Job lived, Pleiades and 
Orion were the constellations which introduced the 
spring and winter seasons. This is a pertinent question 
that God asks of Job, nor can it be answered by any 
man since Job up to the present hour. 

When the Pleiades shone in the sky at night, the 
men of the land knew that the spring had come. 

Note this question carefully, “Canst thou bind the 
sweet influences of Pleiades?” When sap has begun to 
flow; when the leaf has appeared on the bough and 
the tree has put forth her blossoms; when the grass 
springs forth from the sod, and the rill and the brook 
begin to sing; is there any human influence that can 
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lock them again in the steel bands of winter? When 
God begins to make the spring, no man can hinder or 
retard! 

In the same sense of finality, when Orion flames in 
the sky, winter has come. Can any man loose the 
bands of winter when the streams begin to freeze; when 
the blossoms and the leaf disappear, when all the sing- 
ing waters are locked in the iron bands of ice? 

This we might say is a humorous suggestion from 
God. He says in effect: “Get some experience with little. 
things first, and learn to control the seasons. When 
you can turn back the winter or the spring which I 
have begun; then you may have the power to change 
the ways and authority of My Words.” 

There is no modern science, no man of erudition 
who can-“bind the influences of the Pleiades or loose 
the bands of Orion.” 

Modern Science in an ancient Book! In the archaic 
day of Job, how could he have asked these questions 
which twentieth century science cannot answer? Truly, 
in the Book of Job, at least, “Men of old spake as they 
were moved by the Spirit of God.” 
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